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The twelve chakra-s of music and the twelve months of the English calendar have been beautifully and artistically 
correlated by renowned artist-musicologist S. Rajam in a  calendar brought out by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) to 
coincide with the Tamil New Year. L&T has further attempted to relate it to the “chakra-s of the mind, body and 
soul” by including descriptions of the chakra positions, as well as the colours and gems associated with them. 

In his work titled the Chaturdandi Prakasika, Venkatamakhi expounded the mela system of raga-s. He gave an 
interesting nomenclature for the 12 chakra-s of the melakarta scheme to enable easy recall of the chakra number 
through its mnemonics. (Much has been written on Venkatamakhi and the melakarta-s in earlier issues of Sruti).

There are 12 months in a calendar year and the melakarta scheme too is divided into 12 chakra-s! In the calendar, 
each chakra is allotted one month. Each row of the week represents one raga of that chakra, and each day of the 
week is credited with one swara of that raga. Conveniently, both the number of days in a week and the number of 
swara-s in an octave are seven! The Venkatamakhi and Govindacharya mela systems have been given as a chart 
for the benefit of music lovers.

First chakra
The first chakra is called ‘Indu’, meaning the moon, to indicate the number one, as the earth has one moon.

S. Rajam felt that the mere depiction of a moon in the sky would be inadequate and uninteresting as a visual in 
the calendar for an entire month. He therefore painted the moon as an inset and chose Lord Rama as the ideal to 
represent the number one. Rama is the Supreme Lord, the epitome of the highest principles of Oka maata, Oka 
baana, Oka patni vrtudu (referring to Rama as an upholder of the values of one word, one arrow  and one wife) as 
expounded by Tyagaraja in his Harikhamboji raga kriti.

72-melakarta calendar
S. Rajam’s paintings

Raga Name Shadja Rishabha Gandhara Madhyama Panchama Dhaivata Nishada

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Mela No. 1. 
Kanakambari  Sa Ra Ga Ma Pa Dha Na
Kanakangi

Mela No. 2. Sa Ra Ga         Ma Pa Dha Ni 
Phenadyuti
Ratnangi   1 2 3 4 5
Mela No. 3. Sa Ra Ga Ma Pa Dha Nu
Ganasamavarali
Ganamoorti 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Mela No. 4. Sa Ra Ga Ma Pa Dhi Ni
Bhanumati
Vanaspati  13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Mela No. 5. Sa Ra Ga Ma Pa Dhi Nu
Manoranjani  
Manavati 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Mela No. 6. Sa Ra Ga Ma Pa Dhu Nu
Tanukeerti  
Tanaroopi 27 28 29 30

Indu, the 1st chakra – April 2008
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Second chakra
The second chakra in the mela scheme is called ‘Netra’ meaning eyes which are two in number. Rajam has  
drawn two eyes in the inset on this page. He has chosen to depict the immortal, inseparable celestial  
couple —  Rati  and Manmatha for this chakra. The purana-s describe Rati as dark skinned, and Manmatha  
as fair. Manmatha corresponds to Cupid, god of love, and he is responsible for bringing two soulmates  
together! He holds a bow of sugarcane, and an arrow of five flowers symbolic of the ‘pancha baana’. As they are  
heavenly beings, they move about in the skies with gay abandon. Their movement is indicated by the  
displacement of their ornaments while in flight. The sky and clouds in the background show the shifting colours at 
various times of the day.

In the picture, the figure of Lord Rama in profile dominates the centre. He is holding the Kodanda bow aloft, 
reminding us of the episode where He lifted the Siva Dhanush, strung it and snapped it in two. 

Rajam has included some more episodes from the Ramayana in this painting. The images include: 

The seven trees in a row, which were pierced by Rama’s single arrow. 

Above the moon inset, Rama is shown with His wife Seeta, brothers Bharata, Lakshmana,  and Satrughna, along 
with Hanuman. 

There is a picture of a crow to indicate the Kakasura story.

Ahalya emerges from a rock in the bottom left corner of the painting.

The slain figure of the ten-headed Ravana with broken armour and weapons strewn around him is depicted above 
this. 

The paduka-s of Rama that Bharata worshipped on a pedestal have been placed in the painting between the feet 
of the central figure of Rama.

Netra, the 2nd chakra – May 2008

Raga Name Shadja Rishabha Gandhara Madhyama Panchama Dhaivata Nishada

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Mela No. 7. 
Senagrani  Sa Ra Gi Ma Pa Dha Na
Senavati

Mela No. 8. Sa Ra Gi         Ma Pa Dha Ni 
Janatodi
Hanumatodi     1 2 3
Mela No. 9. Sa Ra Gi Ma Pa Dha Nu
Dhunibhinnashadja
Dhenuka 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Mela No. 10. Sa Ra Gi Ma Pa Dhi Ni
Natabharanam
Natakapriya  11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Mela No. 11. Sa Ra Gi Ma Pa Dhi Nu
Kokilaravam  
Kokilapriya 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Mela No. 12. Sa Ra Gi Ma Pa Dhu Nu
Roopavati  
Roopavati 25 26 27 28 29 30 31
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