
36   l   SRUTI   June 2015

Born on 28 October 1930, 
T�S� S�n��r�n ���� t�e ��on o���S� S�n��r�n ���� t�e ��on o������ t�e ��on o�� 
��lute vid��n T�N� S�mb���iv� 

Iyer ��rom ��om �e imbibed mu��ic 
�nd ��lute pl�ying �t � very tender 
�ge� T�e ���mily ��iled ��rom t�e 
vill�ge o�� S�t��nur in t�e mu��ic�lly 
�nd cultur�lly ric� K�veri delt�� 
F�mily ��ol�lore d�ting b�c� � couple 
gener�tion�� ��pe���� o�� �����oci�tion�� 
�it� t�e illu��triou�� 19t� century ��on  
o�� S�t��nur, mu��ici�n P�nc��n�d� 
Iyer, � di��ciple o�� Mut�u����mi 
Di����it�r�

L�ter on, “S�n��r�n ��ir” (��� �e ���� 
to �ll ��o �ne� �im) ���� � loving 
�nd dedic�ted di��ciple ��� �ell ���  
per��p�� t�e clo��e��t con��id�nte o�� t�e 
legend�ry M�li� “M�li ��ir” ���� � n�tive 
o�� Tiruvid�im�rudur, � mere ��tone’�� 
t�ro� ��rom S�t��nur� In � conver���tion 
�it� t�e poet V�li, publi���ed in t�e 
T�mil �ee�ly Kumudam ��ometime  
in t�e 1960��, M�li ��iled S�n��r�n  
��� �n E��l�vy� ��o per��ectly 
imbibed �i�� ��tyle �it�out �ny direct 
in��truction�

T��t ���id, S�n��r�n ���� no 
c�rbon copy o�� �i�� guru� He 
���� �n origin�l mu��ic�l t�in�er 
�nd t�e innov�tor o�� � unique 
��lute pl�ying ��tyle� He cert�inly 
too� t�e be��t element�� o�� t�e 
M�li ��tyle, �dded �i�� per��on�l 
touc�e�� �nd per��p�� combined it 
�it� ot�er element�� remini��cent 
o�� t�e gre�t n�g�����r� vid��n 
T�N� R�j�r�t�n�m Pill�i ��om 
S�n��r�n �eld in t�e �ig�e��t 
e��teem� W��t �e evolved ���� 
�n exqui��ite g�y��i ��tyle� W�en 
pl�ying �riti��, it ���� m�r�ed 
by gre�t poi��e �nd control, t�e 
��l�pr�m�n�m ��te�dy, preci��e 
�nd un�urried, t�e ����ity� cle�rly 
�rticul�ted by �n optim�l blend o�� 
blo�ing, tonguing �nd ��ingering� 
Hi�� r�g� �l�p�n��� combined t�e core 
g�m����� �it� long, per��ectly ��ruti 
�ligned ��rv�i�� �nd inter��per��ed by 
r�pid ��ire n�g�����r�m-li�e brig���� 
S�n��r�n’�� u��e o�� blo� modul�tion ��or 
expre����ivity i�� unique �mong C�rn�tic 
��l�uti��t�� ��o depend mo��tly on 

��ingering tec�nique�� ��or t�i�� purpo��e� 
Furt�ermore, �e u��ed �e�d movement 
e����ectively ��or preci��e enunci�tion 
o�� cert�in g�m����� �nd ��� p�rt o�� �i�� 
over�ll expre����ion� W�ile �i�� “vir�l 
�di” or ��ingered ��t�cc�to ���� o�� t�e 
��trong M�li ��c�ool v�riety, �e �l��o 
u��ed true tuthukaaram or tonguing ��or 

TRIBUTE

Flute vidwan T.S. Sankaran passed away  
peacefully on 9 April  2015, in Chennai, after a brief 
illness. He is survived by his son T.S. Jayaram,  
a senior bureaucrat in the Indian Ordnance  
Factory Service, his daughter-in-law Jeyashree 
Jayaram and grandsons J. A. Jayanth, who has  
been making a name for himself as a young flute 
star, and J. Jaykishan. He was predeceased by 
his wife Sundari. Having spent a major portion of 
his professional life as a staff artist in AIR-Delhi,  
T.S. Sankaran returned to Chennai in the mid 1980s 
and thereafter was a regular part of the music 
season, keenly followed by his dedicated fans. In 
the last decade he often performed in the company 
of Jayanth. 

T.S. SANKARAN (1930-2015)
Mali’s Ekalavya
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cle�r cut �rticul�tion o�� ����r�pr���t�r�� 
Mention mu��t �l��o be m�de o�� t�e 
be�uti��ul M�li ��c�ool cro���� ��ingering 
tec�nique�� t��t lent ��o muc� c��r�cter 
�nd �eig�t to ��purit�m��� S�n��r�n’�� 
po��ture ���� per��ectly erect �nd �e 
�eld �i�� ��lute in � mo��t gr�ce��ul �nd 
eleg�nt ��y� Hi�� gentle ����ying �nd 
eye movement�� communic�ted t�e 
b��v� o�� t�e mu��ic �onder��ully to t�e 
��ello� mu��ici�n�� on ��t�ge �nd to t�e 
li��tener�� in ��ront o�� �im� 

W�en it c�me to r�g� l������n�, M�li 
���� �no�n to t��e �rti��tic libertie�� 
��ile c�rrying t�e d�y by t�e ���eer 
po�er o�� �i�� ��ound �nd over�ll  
geniu��� On t�e ot�er ��nd, �lt�oug� 
S�n��r�n’�� �ppro�c� to r�g��� ���� 
�ig�ly cre�tive �nd origin�l, it ����  
�l��o very c����te �nd c�rried t�e 
conviction o�� � deep, li��elong re��e�rc� 
into r�g� ����roop� �nd nu�nced 
di����erenti�tion o�� r�g���� 

S�n��r�n pr�ctic�lly o�ned r�g��� li�e 
B��ir�vi, K�ly�ni �nd K�mb�oji on  
t�e ��lute� Ot�er r�g��� �e tre�ted �it� 
gre�t dept� �nd in��ig�t li�e never 
be��ore on t�e ��lute �ere K�l�nid�i, 
N�t���priy�, Ko�il�priy�, R�m�priy�, 
Hu����eni, Ab�ogi, H�ri��mb�oji, 
R�nj�ni, A�iri, �nd Jing�l�, to mention 
� ��e�� Hi�� brilli�nt n�d�i v�ri�tion�� 
in t�e Mo��n�m �nd B��ir�vi 
v�rn�m�� �ere t�rilling� Very o��ten, 
�i�� ����r�pr���t�r� cycle�� ��or �ny �riti 
�ere complemented by ��ome ti��r�m 
v�ri�tion���

S�n��r�n ���� � gre�t �ut�ority on 
v�di-���mv�di rel�tion���ip�� bet�een 
note�� �nd p�r���e�� �it�in r�g���� For 
�im t�e��e �ere t�e direct, pr�ctic�l 
outcome�� o�� �n inten��e mu��ic�l �nd 
ton�l experience r�t�er t��n ��terile 
t�eoretic�l exerci��e��� T�ere��ore, �e 
���� �ble to employ t�e��e in��ig�t�� to 
��uperb �nd dr�m�tic e����ect during �i�� 
r�g� deline�tion���

Tec�nic�l ���pect�� o�� S�n��r�n’�� 
�or� on t�e in��trument merit � 
little el�bor�tion� Li�e �i�� guru, 
S�n��r�n ��d �n equ�lly inten��e �nd 
clo��e rel�tion���ip �it� ��ruti� T�i�� 

��en��itivity drove �i�� c�re��ul ��election 
o�� in��trument�� ��or bot� �im��el�� �nd 
�i�� di��ciple��� He �l��y�� ��t����ed ���y 
��ome ��x –  “mez�ugu” –  in t�e ��m�ll 
pit on t�e out��ide o�� t�e clo��ed end o�� 
t�e tr�dition�l b�mboo ��lute (t��t i��, 
one t��t m��e�� u��e o�� � n�tur�l �not 
in t�e b�mboo ��� �n integr�l ��topper 
�t one end)�T�e ��x come�� in ��ndy 
to ��lig�tly �lter � ��inger �ole loc�tion 
or ��ize, �nd t�ereby pitc�� Sometime�� 
��x c�n �l��o be u��ed to reduce t�e 
de�d-��p�ce beyond t�e blo� �ole, 
��ic� ���� t�e e����ect o�� incre���ing t�e 
pitc� o�� t�e overblo�n upper oct�ve�

S�n��r�n pl�yed t�e very t�ic� 
��lled, �e�vy v�riety o�� ��out� Indi�n 
��lute c��mpioned by M�li� T�i�� i�� t�e 
�ind o�� ��lute t��t c�n produce t��t 
c��r�cteri��tic�lly ric� �nd ��oul��ul 
tone in t�e ��nd�� o�� t�e rig�t pl�yer� 
It i�� corre��pondingly more ��trenuou�� 
to pl�y, p�rticul�rly in t�e overblo�n 
upper oct�ve� To indic�te �i�� blo�ing 
��trengt�, S�n��r�n o��ten touc�ed 
t�e �ti-t�r� ����dj� on t�i�� �e�vy 

��lute; m�ny ��truggle beyond t�e t�r� 
p�nc��m� even on t�e e���ier t�in-
��lled ��lute��� T�e �e�vy ��lute i�� �����t 
di���ppe�ring ��rom u��e �mong t�e 
younger gener�tion o�� ��l�uti��t�� (�it� 
not�ble exception��, cert�inly including 
J�y�nt�)� S�n��r�n �l��o invented � 
unique lever �nd ��topper �rr�ngement 
oper�ted by t�e little ��inger o�� t�e rig�t 
��nd, to extend t�e re�c� o�� t�e norm�l 
��lute to t�e m�nd�r� ����dj� �nd � little 
belo��

A�� � mu��ic guru, �e ���� p�tient �nd 
giving to � ���ult� He tre�ted �ll �it� 
equ�l re��pect �nd ���� �ble to bring 
��ome �umility to t�e gi��ted �nd imp�rt 
��ome gi��t to t�o��e �it� le����er t�lent� 
Hi�� gre�te��t gi��t i�� cert�inly J�y�nt�, 
��o ���� imbibed t�i�� unique b�ni ��rom 
t�e cr�dle� Ot�er di��ciple�� include t�e 
brilli�nt voc�li��t �nd ��l�uti��t Srir�m 
G�ng�d��r�n, t�e gi��ted �nd ver���tile 
multi-in��trument�li��t Vij�y Ven��t, 
S�n��r�n�r�y�n�n (Lecturer, M�dr��� 
Mu��ic College), Flute Venugop�l 
(Dub�i), V����nt� Kum�r (Te�c�ing 
F�culty, Ann�m�l�i Univer��ity), 
C�enn�iy� (Te�c�ing F�culty, Sri 
Ven��te�����r� College o�� Mu��ic, 
Tirup�ti), Flute R�g�ur�m�n (Ne� 
Del�i), Ven��t�r�m�n, K�rt�i�, 
R�d�i�� R�mmo��n �nd M�ni 
Sund�re���n (C�enn�i)� I ��ve �l��o 
bene��ited ��rom � bit o�� loving tutel�ge 
��rom S�n��r�n ��ir �nd c�eri��� � 
noteboo� �it� �i�� ��nd�ritten 
not�tion�� ��or ��ome v�rn�m�� �nd 
�riti��� An entire boo� �it� S�n��r�n’�� 
��nd-�ritten not�tion�� i�� ��oon to 
be publi���ed �it� t�e guid�nce o�� 
J�y�nt��

A rare photo of Sankaran playing the tambura for Mali
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T�e �ell-�no�n Nort� Americ� 
b���ed B��r�t�n�ty�m exponent Hem� 
R�j�gop�l�n ���� � li��elong p�tron o�� 
T�S� S�n��r�n �nd ���� in��trument�l in 
�rr�nging �i�� tour�� o��  Nort� Americ� 
over t�e l���t ��ever�l dec�de��� Ot�er�� 
in t�e ��ield o�� B��r�t�n�ty�m too 
��ve bene��ited ��rom �����oci�tion �it� 
S�n��r�n� He �l��o ��d � long ��t�nding 
rel�tion���ip �it� K�l�����etr� �nd 
Ru�mini Devi Arund�le, �nd counted 
S�n��r� Menon �nd S� R�j�r�m ��� �i�� 
��riend���

A�� � �um�n being, S�n��r�n’�� 
impecc�ble gr�ce �nd dignity evo�ed 
t�e in��t�nt love �nd re��pect o�� everyone 
��o c�me in cont�ct �it� �im� M�ny 
�ere �i�� quiet good-S�m�rit�n �ct��, 
immen��ely �elp��ul to people in t�eir 
mo��t critic�l �our o�� need, �nd o��ten 
c�rried out �t � con��ider�ble per��on�l 
co��t to S�n��r�n �nd �i�� ���mily� Mo��t 

o��ten, none but S�n��r�n �nd t�e 
bene��ici�ry �ould �no� �nyt�ing �bout 
t�e��e ge��ture��� Suc� ���� �i�� utter �nd 
tot�l ��el��-e�����cement� Very o��ten, t�e 
bene��ici�rie�� �ere perip�er�l ��igure�� 
o�� t�e C�rn�tic mu��ic community 
m�rgin�li��ed by � ��y��tem �it�out �ny 
�����ety net – elderly t�vil �nd t�mbur� 
vid��n�� �nd ��uc��

S�n��r�n ��d �n in��tinctive emp�t�y 
�nd ��en��itivity to �i�� ��ello� being�� �nd 
t�e p�r���e “�ouldn’t �urt � ��ly”, eit�er 
p�y��ic�lly or emotion�lly, �ould be 
�n �pt de��cription  – diplom�cy, t�ct 
�nd gr�ce �ere inborn in �im� He ���� 
ble����ed �it� robu��t �e�lt� �nd � ��trong 
�nd �ell-toned body m�int�ined 
by virtue o�� � ��imple �nd moder�te 
li��e��tyle� Until �i�� very l���t, �e ��tood 
�it� �i�� b�c� �eld r�mrod ��tr�ig�t �nd 
cut � ��nd��ome, ��it �nd di��tingui���ed 
loo�ing ��igure�

He ��elt deeply �nd 
p�����ion�tely �bout 
m�tter�� o�� ��oci�l 
ju��tice �nd ���� �n 
�rdent �dmirer o��  
t�e ��oci�l re��ormer 
B�R� Ambed��r� In 
m�tter�� o�� religion, 
��ile �olding ��trong 
t�ei��tic belie���� �ri��ing 
��rom �n exp�n��ive, 
tr�n��cendent�l Hindu 

�orld-vie�, �e rejected 
t�e ��uper��ici�l extern�l ��ymbol�� o�� 
religion, �nd more import�ntly o�� 
c���te� In every re��pect S�n��r�n ����, 
��� one mig�t ���y in Americ�, t�e 
“re�l de�l”, completely devoid o�� �ny 
pretentiou��ne�����

Among t�e numerou�� ���rd�� �nd 
recognition t��t c�me �i�� ��y ��ome 
not�ble one�� include t�e Centr�l 
S�ngeet N�t�� A��demi A��rd 
(2001), t�e K�l�im�m�ni A��rd o�� 
t�e T�mil N�du Ey�l I���i N�t��� 
M�nr�m (1997),  Flute M�li A��rd 
by t�e M�dr��� Mu��ic Ac�demy (1996) 
�nd S�ngeet� Sev� Nir�t� by t�e Sri 
Ty�g�r�j� S�ngeet� Vid��t S�m�j�m, 
C�enn�i (2008)�

UDAY SHANKAR
(A disciple of T.S. Sankaran and a bio
medical design engineer based in Chennai 
and Pittsburgh, U.S.A., the author is the 
inventor of the chitravenu, new sliding wind 
instrument with sympathetic strings, for 
which he was awarded a US patent in 2014)

His last award  Swaralaya Venugaana Ambalam Award from 
Vishwam Fine Arts in July 2014. Sankaran was felicitated by 
Leela Samson, C.V. Chandrasekhar and Guruvayur Dorai

Receiving the Kalaimamani award from  
M.G. Ramachandran

With grandson Jayanth (flute), Nagai Muralidharan (violin), Umayalpuram K. Sivaraman (mridangam) and B. Shree Sundarkumar (khanjira)


