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How does it feel to have your father as your music guru and 
mentor? 

It has been truly fascinating being in the presence of such 
a great musician. It is like having a musical encyclopedia 
with you all the time. 

Had he already established his school by the time you were 
born?

Yes, my father had already established a music school 
named “Gurukripa” that had around 50 students. It has 
grown and is now known as the “Neyveli Gurukulam”.

Describe the milieu at home. Was it like a gurukulam—
growing up with both parents involved in music?

It was indeed like growing up in a gurukulam. Not 
only were my parents involved in music, but I was also  
drawn into teaching from a very young age. One of the 
biggest perks about having music in your household is 
that you get to observe and learn the nuances of  being a 
performer and a teacher at the same time. What you can 
learn from ten years of formal training can be achieved by 
two years of intense kelvi gnanam (listening experience) 
and gurukulam. 

How would you describe your mother’s role in the musical 
progress of Neyveli Sir, of you, and now your brother?

My mother is the glue that holds this musical household 
together. To care for the needs of two busy, full-time, 
travelling musicians and a school-going teenager who is 
a part-time musician is no mean task and she does it with 
utmost poise and grace. She is a true inspiration. 

Do all of you discuss music a lot at home?

Yes, we used to discuss music all the time. In fact, I don’t 
remember discussing anything other than music with my 
father. We would listen to recordings of legends, discuss 
the meaning of songs, analyse korvais, and learn new kritis. 
Most of the evenings were spent singing with my brother 
playing the mridangam. It was a magical time. Of course, 
such moments are rare now due to  several reasons but 
these discussions and singing sessions were an important 
part of my progress as a musician. 

How would you describe your father’s style? Do you follow it 
in your singing?

My father’s style is one of its kind—and the best in my 
humble opinion.  It is a style that has constantly been 
evolving through introspection, revision, inclusion of 
different styles and will continue to evolve till the end of 
his musical journey. 

When it comes to music, my father is completely open to 
all genres, always appreciating the positive aspects and 
thinking about how he could incorporate them into his 
music. The resulting freshness and unpredictability of his 
music are what I aspire for in mine because stagnation is 
my biggest fear. 

Of course, my father’s music has impacted mine as he 
is my only guru and my biggest inspiration; so you can 
undeniably see many similarities. At the same time, I 
follow in his footsteps and listen to several genres of music 
and play my strengths and weaknesses strategically. As a 
result my music has probably acquired a unique flavour, to 
the delight of my guru. 

Can you describe his teaching methods?

His methodology is very holistic. He belongs to the old 
school in his teaching methods, at least as far as I am 
concerned. He does not believe in setting a time and a place 
or fixating on one kriti. For example, if he happened to be 
in the mood for Nayaki raga, he would teach me a bunch 
of kritis in that raga, discuss  Nayaki’s scope, dimensions 
and swarams as well as the meaning of the kritis. If he 
had time, we would proceed to Darbar, then Sree and to 
Madhyamavati. 

My father firmly believes in learning by observation, which 
is why I try not to  miss his concerts to this day. Each one 
of his concerts is a learning-treasure for young musicians 
like me. 

Do you and the family get involved in his various projects? In 
the music school celebrations?

I have been a part of several of his projects including the e-
lesson recordings, dance dramas, choirs, and music school 
celebrations (Neyveli Sishyakulam). I will be conducting a 
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choir for the prestigious Bhoomija foundation in Bengaluru  
in June this year and my experience of working with my 
father will certainly be of great help.

My mother has played a couple of  veena concerts with 
him. And my brother has regularly provided mridangam 
accompaniment to the students in the music school 
celebrations and in  several other concerts.

Does your father attend your concerts and give you feedback? 
How important has this been in your success?

Yes, he tries to attend as many of my concerts as he can  
and makes sure to give thorough feedback. It is quite 
amazing how he makes a mental note of  all his  
observations and then goes through them systematically  
on the way back home. 

I strictly believe in listening to my guru and only to my 
guru’s feedback. I have learnt to block out all the criticism 
thrown at me,  especially with the growth of social media 
and the numerous music forums that have popped up 
everywhere.  It can be very confusing and unwise to take 
all of them into consideration. I am extremely thankful that 
I have the best guru in the world whose criticism I can bank 
on 100%. 

From my interactions with my father-guru, I have  
gleaned that it would make him proud if I were open  
to all kinds of music, imbibe the best from it and  
ultimately find my own style steeped in classicism and 
creativity. 

(The author is a Carnatic vocalist)
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