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SPOTLIGHT

It is a special feeling to know  
that the famed Sruti magazine 
has completed over three decades 

of classic, critically creative, and 
ultimately contributory existence in 
the Mecca of Indian classical arts—
Chennai! Sruti has completed 37 years 
and is marching forward fearlessly! 

I have known its founder, Pattabhi 
Raman, a cultural fanatic and die hard 
purist from the time when he came  
to my house with Ustad Hafiz  
Ahmed Khan—an eminent Hindustani 
vocalist, who spent a lot of time 
seriously learning Carnatic vocal and 
even performed  a few kritis with great 
success. It was the pre-Sruti days. 
Later, Pattabhi Raman conceived the 
Sruti idea. With its success after the 
hard work done by him and his loyal 
team, he was known only as Sruti 
Pattabhi Raman!

I am proud to say that this magazine 
is the most authentic literary, and has 
helped in the rise of the south Indian 
classical arts into the top rung at the 
global level.

The magazine is unique in many 
ways, featuring and highlighting the 

fine arts world. Every issue covers 
one or two luminaries in-depth and 
features current events, controversies 
and also inspiring avidity in the minds 
of the readers on many genres of our 
multicultural panorama. 

I fondly remember the times Sruti 
did an exhaustive feature on my guru 
Chembai Vaidyanatha Bhagavatar—
and later one on me as well.  Sruti, like 
its namesake the tambura and adhara 
sruti, is an integral part of our cultural 

Unique in many ways

arena, in its own multifaceted and 
multipronged way. 

I wish all the best things to happen 
to Sruti. My special thanks, 
congratulations and blessings to the 
Team Sruti—especially S. Janaki, 
who has been the torchbearer from 
early times for the magazine to find its 
way to the top! 

Sangita Kalanidhi  
T.V. Gopalakrishnan

Yes, I am not talking about 
the tambura sruti fading 
away from Carnatic music 

concerts!  The gap between the 
four-stringed drone instrument and 
sangeetam (geetam, vadyam, nrityam) 
has been aptly and successfully filled 
by the performing arts magazine 
Sruti  launched in 1983.  Through 
37 long years of dedicated and 

Sruti—a  livewire for sangeetam
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continuous service to Bharatiya 
art and culture, Sruti has crossed a 
couple of milestones  and reached 
the threshold of four decades in its  
relentless endeavour to resuscitate 
the value and ethos of the Bharatiya 
sangeeta parampara.

The unfolding and opening of the 
first page of the first issue of this 

unique art magazine made the art 
and cultural enthusiasts sit up and 
take notice.  At a time when the print 
and electronic media had closed their 
eyes to classical performing arts and 
were seeking commercial pastures to 
fill their pages, while negating space 
for art and culture,   Sruti magazine’s 
emergence at the right time gave a 
sigh of relief to arts journalism. 


